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Thank you, Chair.

The Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC) thanks Lebanon for presenting its extension
request today and the Coordinator and the ISU for supporting Lebanon’s efforts in this
regard.

We welcome Lebanon’s strong commitment to clearing cluster munition remnants,
particularly in the face of current significant challenges.

Lebanon continues to report casualties from cluster munition remnants and other
explosive remnants of war, especially among individuals working in agricultural areas.
These incidents disproportionately affect vulnerable populations, including displaced
Syrians. With hundreds of casualties from cluster munition remnants recorded over time
- and incidents reported every year for the past six years, often involving children - the
humanitarian consequences of these attacks and the resulting contamination remain a
serious concern.

Lebanon has made commendable progress in clearance efforts, releasing an average of
4.3 km? of contaminated land annually between 2011 and 2023. However, it has not met
its land release targets during the current extension period. Financial constraints,
challenging terrain, and a deteriorating security environment have impeded progress. We
recognize these difficulties and Lebanon’s efforts to address them but we want to stress
the importance of using the requested extension period effectively and efficiently to
complete clearance by 2030.

The request includes a detailed multi-year work plan, in line with Action 20 of the
Lausanne Action Plan. However, further clarification would strengthen the plan -
particularly on how the remaining known contamination aligns with the proposed
activities. This could include specifying where survey teams will be deployed and for
how long. Additionally, Lebanon could clarify whether financial resources are secured to
conduct non-technical surveys.

While the extension request includes a multi-year plan for risk education, more detail is
needed on how affected areas—particularly those where incidents have recently
occurred—will be prioritized. Lebanon should also provide clearer information on
available financial resources for risk education activities.

The proposed budget for the extension period is based on increased funding levels
compared to recent years, despite a significant decrease in international support
between 2020 and 2023. We ask Lebanon to outline how it will address potential
funding gaps, particularly in light of previous shortfalls, and how it plans to mobilize the
necessary resources to implement the work plan and complete clearance.
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In parallel, we appeal to donors to continue supporting Lebanon with sufficient funding
to allow completion by 2030.
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